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[0017] Next, a process for the lens supporting device according to the embodiment of 
the present invention to support a lens is explained. First of all, the periphery of the lens 
6 is mounted to that it is in contact with the upper surfaces of the seats 2 and 3. Then, 
the lens 6 is fixed with glue or a screw. Because of this, the lens 6 is fixed firmly by 
the scat 2 which is integrally provided on the cylinder 1. At the same time, because the 
seat 3 which has elasticity in the direction of Z by the stay 4 is higher than the scat 2, it 
pushes up the periphery of the lens 6 in the direction of Z shown in the figure against 
the gravity. Because this makes it possible to prevent the periphery of the lens 6 from 
being deformed by its own weight, the deformation of the entire lens 6 by its own 
weight is reduced or eliminated. As a result, even a large-diameter lens with high 
performance can be supported in a state of maintaining high performance without being 
deformed. 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a lens supporting device or the like w/hich uniformly supports even 
a lens having a large diameter, is hardly deformed by the gravity of the lens and supports the lens having 
excellent performance without deteriorating its performance. 

SOLUTION: As for the lens supporting device where first supporting parts are provided at three points along 
the circumferential direction of the inner face of a cylindrical member with nearly same intervals and the 
peripheral part of a lens member is supported by the first supporting part, second supporting parts 
supporting the peripheral part of the lens member supported by the first supporting part while pushing up by 
resisting the gravity are provided between the first supporting parts. 
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